The Patented History of Foosball

b
by Eathy Brainard, Associate Dbrector

Who invented the first fooskall whle? Mest foosball histordans
: that the first tables probably appeared in France andfor
Germany in the 1880- 1890z, While several have claimed the honos,
‘no one has yet been able to produce irrefutable evidence of the exact
‘time and place of the birth of our sport.

However, a search of paitents in Burdpe and the US can give is
‘some interesting, documented facts about the evolution of the game
of table soccer. The majority of the information that follows was
provided by John O'Reilly of Ireland and researcher Tim Baber of
England. (Tim used the British National Library system 1o find these
o foosball facts for us. Many thanks 1o both of them!)

_AS you can scan the [ist of patents on page 12, note that the exis-
L of @ United Kingdom (UK) patent does ot necessarily mean
;h_h patented item is of British origin. For instance, the 1933 UK
petent no. 394582 refers to a table invenied i Switzerland. Tt simply
‘means that the item was also patented in the UK.

A search of the US Patent Office omline produced 25 patents from
ASTT 1o 1998, Eardier patents were not listed. OF these 25, 15 were

Amenicin patents, with 9 of those belonging to Ed McCloud for the
Tornado table {1983-199T), one e Lee Peppard {1978) for the
Toumament Soccer table and fwo i Bob Furr and Bob Hayes for the
Tornado table {1977). (Mote: dates may vary by one 1o bao years,
depending on whether or not vou go by the date of the application or
by the date the patent was granted.]

An ooline search of the European Patent site produced |36 fable
socer palenls spanning the last thirty vears from thiresn countries,
but agein none of them were from the carly days of our spont

A patent is a right of ownership, usually of an invention, although
there are also patents of sddition for improvement on previous inven-
tons. Patents are issued by the government and are granted for a
limited tme period. In the US, the torm is 17 vears. After that ime
perind, anvone else may maoufacturs and the sell the product. Each
year in the US, there are maore than [00,000 patent applications sub-
milted and maore than 50,006 patents granted.

The firsd known patent was granted in Florence, Italy in 1421, The
first known patent in Nodh Amenca was graoted io 1641, In 1884,
several nations joined wgether (o sigh an inteenational agreement o
assure worldwide protection for patent holders.
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__EVOLUTION OF “FOOSMAN”
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EVOLUTION OF “FOOSMAN”
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SUMMARY OF TABLE SOCCER PATENTS (1890-1998)

helmeted playing figure

IWEAR  NATION NO. BESCRIFTION YEAR  WATION  HO. DESCRIFTION
1R UK 1753 cannon effect of big and smaller 1470 U5A D17372 maunied playing figure, Paberson
balls liks biltiards Intamatianal
2 LK 1742 bleve Fesathal] {lates mmodilied with Ll LIsA 1a536RR1 penalty goal spaccs
tubes, bellows) 1570 UsA JBT0305 peonity goal table
IEML1913 UK VArILS counlers, dice, verlical spin men, 147 L5 1724451 Cecherd remavanle beanng
CiC., eic. 1471 UK L2744 27 removable bearings
54 s UK 2460 mean om rowds under table tap 1973 LK | 2= 6565 changesble calors [or p|&].':|ng
FEHH] UK SES8 maving foor using lever figure’s shin
ain UK 21367 another exampie of vertical spinning 1973 L5A 329324 Canadian-desigined “Michelin®™ g
man 1574 UK [34L508 eleciramagnetc ball return and
13 3 LK 27308 the goakie on borizantel shoulder red sCriret
1917 UK 1105206 tnar on wine undemeath Ltuble 1575 DEA 3520244 figure designed by Bobem Kaiser o
915 LIE ] 50055 rrean on Tong handle with kicking Mireo Games, Inc. of Phoenix
I8 foat 1975 JRETN 3026431 bummpy surface and balanced men,
1921 LK 1 B 284G mzn on long lengthwise wires designed by Bob Furr and BEob
192 UK 20593 the first modern LEhle? Hayes af Dallas (Tomado Tahle)
I_'--'-. LK 0 mixlemn table with relescoming rods 1975 L5a SRT6294 magneiic random “under table"
1931 LE 341504 mmadern Lable e
1933 UK 04582 Swige rahle 1973 TSa A0250T3 ball drop opering for biased rell b
1933 Switz, 160157 first Swiss patens for & soccer table Furr
933 LsA 1934381 first L%, soccer cable pasent, filed in | 1973 LISA A42738 rod and pluving fgurs
3 Chicapa by Theran Slasson 1970 Tsa 046256 tamper-praal batl dispenser
1. UK 44213214 Swedish “coathonmer desipn” wable 1977 Lisa, AMEITE playing figure and surface design
Ty LUSA 2215687 L5, soccer whie design, filed in Furr & Hayes
L Iows bw Chazles Camer 1977 Lsa 4065128 lengitadinally meving electric mai
33y UK H23EED “Lallipnet” brarst coin-opersied ahle 1977 L5A 414R134 Swist Lahle soocer game
L 5a 2IEIRAG 115 soceer table design 1978 Ls5a 4076344 rounded oz on plaving figure.
ad] Belgium 503910 Maying surface designesd by Eee Peppand
1951 France HIT03R Playing surfeocs (Toumament Soccer table)
951 France La1037 playtie fpare 1474 L5A ATETYT grighite rads by Mark Bergee o
|35 France 1012654 hearing design Minnesota
France RREE-L | “bendy™ fer design 1a7s Ls5A 4125009 slwsck absorbers
1953 LK BES A0S Morwegian “coalhanger design™ 1978 54 4138110 plaving fipure design
5 .4 B G table design by John Slater of Wales 1978 UsA 4170353 German Lahle soccer game with
05 LIE TIWDER caat=ggpereied tahle with 12lescoqing Fhuabing rads designed by Leenh
i rouds 1578 UK L497a60 remavable beanng
1954 Lualy 203033 Iralizn playing figure 1550 LUK B ERED Remmier's electronic wilenoids
1954 Etaly 204723 Ialian lable design 1982 L5A 43B250E bearing housing design by Ed
ﬁ Swalr. 302183 Swiss tabie design MeCloud of For Warth (Tomado
] faly SlGLH the “pamana slug™ plaving figure 1ableh
Pk USA o slaping tahle 1954 LIGA DZ2Tea5]1 playing figure designed by Molle
a3 Uk T33975 cork ball with weighted core 1991 Lsa SO5RRGZ able soccer ball by MeClowd
155 Tualy LADROE orar with scooping fin feet 194 LIS A SO71137 lable snccer bumper strechune by
Q54 Stz JZIER] pliving surfnce hcCloud
961 LK aT011% acore counting tuhle 1949z LISA S112047 French table soccer game by
196] UK 870130 telescoping rmds Maaneser
B France 15147 underable illuminarion 19492 Usa SIATIT6 playing figure for French tahle by
1564 France 1355561 transparent top cover Sonneset
194 Franice 1359795 HADMHELC TAn 15t LisA TIa461 R4 tahle socecer pame by Ples
194 Canada GEAHTE @ gonl maath “robbish clearsc” Rl L'5a 53335 plaving Apure by MoClond
invenled by Xavier Leonhart ol 10 L.5A 352071 French table socosr game by
Crermany Sonmerel
196 Bualy bEGH] veriical comtrol hanpdles 19435 'S4 S377RE] plaving fipare support Tod and
| QI SwiLE, U G4 man firted on mod with screw amsembly by Monnerst
194G U5A 3400530 rabie with extemal ball chate 1985 Us5A 5419335 plaving fipuse by MoCleud
1967 LUSA D20Es80 Cerman-desigmed playing fgure 1905 USA SARZZTL ball cup by MeCloud
assigned o Parterson International 1904 UsA 5496031 methed of manufacaring batl by
Corp, of Cincinnati MeCloud
o657 beeth. 4515128 “free sanpe”™ rods design 1986 DEA D3350 French table soccer game
1968 I5A 574230 renewnl of previous teble desipn 19896 1154 SSHIL0R Swiss playing figure by Hofman
196H UK 1134454 “Liltipur™ coin mechanism 1997 UsA S641163 playing figure by McCloud
i) UEA 2112549 French table design assigned 10 1997 UEA T D sooer-1vpe pame calicd Bonk
Patterson Int=rmatioinl 199 1LI5A STA1245] S p'la:.-".mg Figure
|1965 LI5A 3527322 1998 L5A D [ 4526 ramp for teble soccer game by K.




